
Mrs. Karen Cowden
February 1, 1946 - March 8, 2020

Jeanne Karen (Appleby) Cowden was born on a farm in Bolivar, Missouri on
February 1, 1946 to Joe and Ella Mae (Looney) Appleby. She lived there with
her parents and three brothers, Pete, Richard, and Randy until they sold the
farm in 1956 and moved into town. While living in Bolivar, Joe was called
overseas to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to work. After he returned home, they
later moved to Page, Arizona where Joe was working on building a Dam. In
1959 they moved to Louisiana where he worked on an oil refinery. They
eventually moved back to Springfield, MO, where they remained. Karen
attended Hillcrest High School where she met and later married Larry
Cowden. Larry and Karen had 4 sons, all of whom survive her, Jeff, Kevin,
Jerry, and Greg. 

 Throughout the years Karen wore many hats. She worked at Pleasant Hope
Bank in Pleasant Hope for many years in Customer Service. She and Larry
later opened Lucky Corner store at their residence and Cowden Gun and
Pawn in Buffalo until they retired. Karen continued to work at the gun and
pawn shop until just a few years ago. Both Larry (Papa), and Karen (Nanny)
loved sharing their love of the outdoors, guns and hunting with their sons, and
introducing that love and passing it on to their grandchildren. After Larry’s
death she continued working part time to keep busy at Clara’s Auction House
in Buffalo. Karen made some wonderful friends there that have watched over
her and helped her the past few years. 

 Karen attended Charity Christian Church in Charity, MO for many years where



she acquired many friends that loved her dearly and will miss her being in the
congregation on Sundays. 

 Karen leaves in her passing her sons, Jeff Cowden & wife Dianna of Elkland,
MO, Kevin Cowden & wife Jennifer of Marshfield, MO, Jerry Cowden of
Pleasant Hope, MO, and Greg Cowden of Buffalo, MO; five grandchildren,
Jason Johnson, Amanda Nimmo, Joshua Cowden, Stormye Cowden, and Ella
Cowden; three great-grandchildren Austin Flippin, Addison Nimmo, and
Jayden Nimmo; and two brothers, Richard Appleby & wife Shirley of Cleco,
MO and Randy Appleby & wife Marsha of Mansfield, MO. 

 Funeral services will be conducted at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 12, 2020
at the Cantlon Otterness & Viets Funeral Home. Escorts will be Joshua
Cowden, Jason Johnson, Austin Flippin, Devon Cramer, Dakota McGuire, and
Jason Nimmo. Honorary escorts will be Richard Appleby and Randy Appleby.
Interment will be in the Pleasant Hope Cemetery under the care and direction
of the Cantlon Otterness & Viets Funeral Home of Buffalo. Visitation will be
from 1:00-2:00 p.m. Thursday at the Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations be made to the American Heart Association.



Cemetery Details

Pleasant Hope Cemetery

Pleasant Hope, MO 65725

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 12. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home - Buffalo
931 W. Main St. 

 P.O. Box 993
Buffalo, MO 65622
(417) 345-2211
info@cantlonotterness.com
https://www.cantlonotterness.com

Service

MAR 12. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home - Buffalo
931 W. Main St. 

 P.O. Box 993
Buffalo, MO 65622
(417) 345-2211
info@cantlonotterness.com
https://www.cantlonotterness.com
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October 09, 2023 at 12:27 PM

Mrs. Karen Cowden

October 09, 2023 at 04:09 AM

Mrs. Karen Cowden

October 05, 2023 at 11:14 PM

Mrs. Karen Cowden

October 05, 2023 at 05:41 PM

Mrs. Karen Cowden

December 20, 2022 at 10:20 AM

Mrs. Karen Cowden

Troy Smith - March 12, 2020 at 02:25 AM

Sorry for your loss I remember your mother well
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March 11, 2020 at 03:37 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Karen Cowden.

Della West - March 10, 2020 at 04:24 PM

Della West lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Karen Cowden

DW
Della West - March 10, 2020 at 04:25 PM

Karen you were a great family friend. Will always miss you.

Janice Carey - March 09, 2020 at 10:08 PM

I just wanted to say how sorry I was to hear of Karen's passing.
Being a cousin of Larry and Karen's and their extended family, was
always a good feeling---We love our Missouri cousins! I know that
Karen is happy with Larry in heaven and we should all be thankful
for good memories. Our very best wishes from California---Janice
Carey

Lisa Glenn - March 09, 2020 at 09:53 PM

Always in my heart thank you always being a friend! Lisa

https://www.cantlonotterness.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cantlonotterness.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Lisa Glenn - March 09, 2020 at 09:51 PM

Lisa Glenn lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Karen Cowden

Wilma & Gary Slack - March 09, 2020 at 05:43 PM

Wilma & Gary Slack lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Karen Cowden

WI
Wilma - March 09, 2020 at 05:44 PM

We will remember you Miss Karen. Rest in peace.


