Mickey Lee Hirt

May 26, 1951 - October 16, 2025

It was a sunny spring Saturday on the 26th day of May in 1951,

Charles Vernon Hirt and his wife, Eileen Marie Arnold-Hirt welcomed the
arrival of their first-born child, a son, Mickey Lee Hirt.

Mickey, also known as Mouse and Junkyard and Junkyard Mouse in the
trucking industry, became an experienced truck driver with several Safe Driver
awards and a few Million Mile awards too.

Mickey graduated 8th grade in Miami, MO and attended

high school in Marshall, MO. At an early age he accepted Christ as his
personal Lord and savior. Over his adult years he chose to follow the trends
and slipped away from God. God never abandoned him and eventually
Mickey realized God was always with him and he got back to following God
and the teachings of his son Jesus Christ.

He renewed his faith in God and was Baptized again in later years and never
slid away from God again.

Mickey Lee Hirt was like so many of us, not perfect, no saint, yet he got up
every day and did his best to be better than he was the day before, and to
never allow anything to make him bitter.

Mickey was a first-born son, a brother, an uncle, a cousin, a husband and
father to every child he ever met, a grandfather to every child he ever met, a
truck driver, and Santa Claus, which was one of his favorite roles in this life. In
his later years he became a stripper ... of motors. He also enjoyed cutting
firewood for neighbors. But most of all he enjoyed being a Christian more than



anything else. His heart was always filled with forgiveness. Even if he didn’t
want to be around you anymore, he’d forgive you and pray for you.

Mickey loved to plant flowers, trees and a vegetable garden.

He loved to go fishing and hunting with family and friends and was a collector
of many things, especially friends. He never met a stranger. You walked away
friends.

Mickey was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, Charles Walter
Hirt & Grace Morrow — Hirt, of Miami, MO; his maternal grandparents, Walter
Lee Arnold & Etta Odessa Rash-Arnold, of Urbana, MO; his parents, Charles
Vernon Hirt & Eileen Marie Arnold - Hirt of Miami, MO; brother, Charles
Vernon Hirt Il & wife Linda Brashears - Hirt, their daughter, Leslie Marie Smith
and her infant daughter, their son Bobby Gene Hirt; and a brother who shared
the same birthday, Walter Lynn Hirt & wife Donna Kay Davis - Hirt.

He is survived by one brother of Miami, MO, Mark Hirt, his son Justin & wife
Katherine and their children, of Miami, MO; son, Shawn Lee Hirt of Atchison,
Kansas; daughter, Alettia Jean Shepard & husband Jarrod of Eldridge, MO
and their children, son Levi Shepherd & wife, Mariah, and children, Ayden,
Lakota, Makiya, and Leagan of Lebanon, MO; son, Justin Shepherd and his
son Norman, of Eldridge, MO; daughter, Desirae Shepherd of Eldridge, MO;
stepdaughter, Tammy Zinn of Malden, MO, her daughter Brea Smith of
Eldridge, MO; son, Jayden Wagner; Stepson, Joe Francis & wife Stacey, and
children, Brooklyn and John Newell, and children, Grayson Charles and Karter
Benjuim Allen of Lebanon, MO. Brock Perry and wife Kaylee and children,
Zachoriah Matthew Myers, Kash Benjamin Perry, Saylor Faye Perry of
Lebanon, MO and their sons, Boston Perry and Ashton Francis of Lebanon,
MO, Chandler & Tanya Truster and nine children of Fair Grove, MO;
granddaughter, Hailey Turvin and daughters, Emmaly Jean Turvin, and
Wennry Marie Turvin of Lebanon, MO; granddaughter, Korisha Barnett and
son Darrion Alexander Tyler of Lebanon, MO; granddaughter, Kourtney &
husband Ronald Jay Harmon and daughters Samantha Rose Harmon, Kacii
Lynn Harmon, and awaiting the arrival of baby boy Zachariah Elijah Jay



Harmon of Crocker, MO; granddaughter, Kiara & Kenny Shrader and daughter
Kinslee Raylynn Schrader of Lebanon, MO; grandson, Bradley Cade Phillips
our “gentle giant” of Lebanon, MO; stepdaughter Angie Francis of Lebanon,
MO; special son-in-law, Ralph Wagner and children Shawn, Olyvia, Lauryn,
and Jayden.

Mickey was the only “father” Joe Francis and Angie Francis ever knew. A
grand “Pops” he truly was, he wore the name “Pops” proudly. Mickey was a
great mentor to them. There were no “steps” in Mickey’s life, just sons and
daughters. The world put the “steps” in.

Mickey is also survived by his wife, Gail, of 33 years. They lived 32 of those
years together near Long Lane, MO as well as a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends of the Marshall- Miami, MO area as well as Buffalo, Long
Lane, Lebanon and Eldridge, MO.

Mickey entered the hospital on July 10, 2025 with Severe Acute Pancreatitis
and suffered many complications over 98 days. He passed away peacefully in
his sleep on Thursday, October 16th, 2025 at approximately 2:31 AM.

Heaven gained a kind, loving man of many talents who was respected by
many and will be greatly missed and fondly remembered forever. He will
remain in our hearts forever. His legacy of spreading Faith, Hope, Joy and
Love will be passed on by each heart he ever touched.

Until we meet again.

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 in the
Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home with Jerrod Shepherd officiating.
Escorts will be Bradley Phillips, Chandler Truster, Levi Shepherd, Justin
Shepherd, Boston Perry, and Brandon Early. Honorary escorts will be Ashton
Francis, Brock Perry, and Michael Langdon. Interment will be in the New Hope
Cemetery near Long Lane, MO. Visitation will be from 1:00-2:00 p.m. Tuesday
at the Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

New Hope

Long Lane, MO 65590

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 21. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home - Buffalo
931 W. Main St.

P.O. Box 993

Buffalo, MO 65622

(417) 345-2211
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Service

OCT 21. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home - Buffalo
931 W. Main St.

P.O. Box 993

Buffalo, MO 65622

(417) 345-2211

info@cantlonotterness.com
https://www.cantlonotterness.com
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At His Grave

| go to the cemetery to stand beside his final resting place

I can smell him all around me as | see the expressions upon his
face

| can feel his breath upon my skin, The beard upon his chin

| just know when | open my eyes, I'll be holding his hand in mine,
Looking deep into his steel blue eyes

| open my eyes and he’s not there
My heart sinks into deep despair
| close my eyes to whisper a prayer

With a quiver in my chin
I am thankful for the years | got to share with him

As | whisper to God above
| am grateful for my husband’s shared wisdom, protective heart, and
love

A flash of thought runs through my mind
This grief | carry is so unfair,
So unkind

Yet | am grateful it is me who lives and my husband has died

| would never want my husband to experience this lonely, walk of
grief
My husband is finally at peace

God always has a plan
I'll take his powerful, gentle, loving hand, and we will leave footprints
in the Sand



God will slow his pace, just as my husband did, and carry me with
grace

With that quiver still in my chin
| softly whisper ...

Amen

B. Gail Hirt - November 28, 2025 at 09:07 PM

B. Gail Hirt lit a candle in memory of Mickey ]

Lee Hirt

B. Gail Hirt - October 27, 2025 at 01:50 PM

I love you more today than yesterday, but not as much as tomorrow. |
miss you much more than words can say. My heart is filled with such
sorrow. Until we meet again, I'll be loving you.

B. Gail Hirt - October 27, 2025 at 01:52 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mickey Lee Hirt.

October 20, 2025 at 01:00 PM
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