
Zelma Mae Larimer
April 1, 1924 - July 19, 2025

Zelma Mae Larimer (Thomas), age 101, of Buffalo, Missouri entered into
eternal rest on Saturday, July 19, 2025 at home with her loving family by her
side. 

 Zelma was born in Long Lane, Missouri at her family home to Riley and Lydia
Thomas. Zelma grew up on the family farm with three brothers and her father
while losing her mother at the age of four. Zelma met her loving husband,
James Larimer, while at a church event and it was “Happily Ever After” from
there on out. Zelma and James married on November 07, 1942 and were
married for 69 years. Zelma and her husband ran a family farm and adopted
two loving children, David and Carolyn. Zelma was big in her faith and was a
member of Mt. Pleasant Southern Baptist and proceeded to be a Sunday
School Teacher and Deacon Wife. Zelma was big in her faith and always
expressed her love for the Lord. She was attending New Horizons Baptist
Church faithfully and had recently helped with the Vacation Bible School.
Zelma and her husband moved from their family farm to their “forever home”
in Buffalo, Missouri in 1992. 

 Zelma was preceded in death by her husband James Larimer, parents Riley
and Lydia (Marks) Thomas, three brothers Raymond (Lela) Thomas, Howard
(Birdeen) Thomas, and Loran (Norma) Thomas, Son David Larimer, and
grandson Bob Dill. Zelma is survived by her daughter Carolyn (Dale) Harrison
of Buffalo, daughter-in-law Joyce (David) Larimer, granddaughter Angie
(Michael) Allivato of Buffalo, granddaughter Alicia (Bob) Dill of Buffalo,



granddaughter Becky (Scott) Turner of Elkland, grandson Jeff (Laryssa)
Larimer of Strafford. MO, granddaughter Julie Larimer of Buffalo, MO as well
as a host of nieces, nephews, great-grandkids and great-great-grandchildren. 

 Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 24, 2025 in the
Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home with Bro. Steve Whisler, Bro. Rich
Durham, and Bro. Richard Waters officiating. Interment will be in the Memorial
Gardens of Memory Cemetery under the care and direction of the Cantlon-
Otterness & Viets Funeral Home of Buffalo. Visitation will be from 6:00-8:00
p.m. Wednesday at the Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, Zelma has
designated memorial contributions to be given to the Southwest Baptist
University Missions Fund and the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home.



Cemetery Details

Memorial Gardens of Memory

1510 N. Ash Street
Buffalo, MO 65622

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 23. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home - Buffalo
931 W. Main St. 

 P.O. Box 993
Buffalo, MO 65622
(417) 345-2211
info@cantlonotterness.com
https://www.cantlonotterness.com

Service

JUL 24. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home - Buffalo
931 W. Main St. 

 P.O. Box 993
Buffalo, MO 65622
(417) 345-2211
info@cantlonotterness.com
https://www.cantlonotterness.com
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Debbie Martinez - July 23, 2025 at 02:14 PM

Zelma was such a gentle, classy lady. It was great knowing her.
Praying for God to comfort you. Debbie & Jack Martinez

Mare Oldham - July 22, 2025 at 09:39 AM

Mare Oldham lit a candle in memory of Zelma
Mae Larimer

John M Oldham - July 21, 2025 at 08:50 PM

John M Oldham lit a candle in memory of
Zelma Mae Larimer


